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* "Could Be the Start of Something Big" 
That's what the Times Higher Education Supplement 
(4 June) had to say about the first SHARP con- 
ference. "After several decades of growth, book 
history is now a t  a point of transition," reported The 
Chrunicc'e ofHig-her Educciion (14 July). "Researchers 
are beginning to  cross disciplinary and national 
borders to  establish new journals, book projects, 
centers, and academic programs. ... Related trends in 
a variety of disciplines have also converged to make 
book history a particularly hot topic in the humani- 
ties-and not just in the United States." The Chron- 
icle not only covered our conference: it surveyed the 
state of the art of book history, and ventured that 
book historians "could bridge the contentious divide 
in the humanities between theory and empiricism." 
The history of the book, said Robert Darnton, might 
one day be as well-established as the history of art 
and the history of science. 
So we are off to a reasonably good start. (Only 
remember: When you're hot, be cool.) 
The New York conference certainly exceeded our 
expectations. Many SHARP people contributed to  
making it a success, but none more than our local 
arrangements chairman, Mickie Grover. Though the 
130 participants were, for the most part, total 
strangers to each other, they mixed splendidly. 
Panel sessions, coffee breaks, wine receptions, and the 
conference banquet were all scenes of lively discus- 
sion. Several attendees told us that the energetic 
exchange of ideas and addresses was evidence of the 
scholarly isolation of book historians: too many of 
our members can find no one who shares their 
interests on their home campuses. Well, SHARP 
intends to  change all that. 
Our next step is a call for papers for our second 
annual conference, scheduled for 14-16 July 1994 in 
Washington. Our host will be the Center for the Book 
a t  the Library of Congress. Once again, we welcome 
proposals dealing with any aspect of book history, 
broadly defined-the creation, diffusion, and recep- 
tion of the written word in any historical period. We 
are, however, particularly interested in organizing 
panels on publishing records and archives, "little 
magazines" and other periodicals, electronic publish- 
ing, the book arts, and ongoing collaborative research 
projects. We also want to  organize a session on 
pedagogy, which would not involve formal papers: 
this would be a workshop at which teachers of book 
history could exchange and discuss course 'syllabi. 
(We attempted such a workshop a t  our last con- 
ference, but had to  abandon the idea when we 
received only one syllabus.) Conference proceedings 
will be in English, but papers may deal with any 
national literature. 
Abstracts (two pages maximum) should be mailed to 
John Y. Cole, Director, The Center for the Book, 
Library of Congress, Washington, DC 20540. The 
deadline is 10 December 1993. Any SHARP member 
who is not submitting a proposal can serve on the 
Program Committee, which will meet in Washington 
on 8 January 1994 to  sort through the abstracts. If 
you want to  join the Program Committee, or chair a 
panel a t  the conference, or set up a book exhibit, or 
help out with local arrangements, contact Dr. Cole a t  
the above address or a t  202-707-5221. 
In July 1995 SHARP will meet a t  the University of 
Edinburgh in a joint conference with the Research 
Society for Victorian Periodicals. We are discussing 
a possible future conference in London, and we have 
received a very interesting invitation to meet in 
Prague. There are literally hundreds of book his- 
torians in Eastern Europe (the Russians in particular 
have done impressive work in the field) but we in the 
West know little about them. The aim of a Prague 
conference would be to establish links with these 
scholars on their home territory. Admittedly, it 
would be an ambitious enterprise, and we want to  
investigate the logistics thoroughly before committing 
ourselves; but we are approaching some Western 
European book history groups with a view to a pos- 
sible trilingual conference in English, French, and 
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German. Contact us if you want to help in 2 thisproject. 
The possibility of founding a new journal 
devoted to book history was discussed at  the New 
York conference, and a committee has been set up to 
conduct a feasibility study. Patrick Leary is the 
acting chairman of the committee, and if you have 
suggestions or experience to contribute, write to him 
at 321 N. Washington, Bloomington, IN 47408. 
Of course, it will take years of planning to launch 
that journal-assuming it gets off the ground a t  all. 
In the meantime, we need to know which existing 
periodicals are hospitable to publishing and reviewing 
our work in book history. James West is compiling a 
list of such journals for publication in an upcoming 
issue of SHARP News. If you know of a periodical 
that should be included, send its name, address, 
editor, and areas of interest to Prof. James L. W. 
West 111, Department of English, 117 Burrowes 
Building, Pennsylvania State University, University 
Park, PA 16802-6200. 
* Book History and Publishing Studies at 
Pacific Lutheran University 
Book history at  Pacific Lutheran University is 
taught as part of a larger curriculum in "publishing 
and printing arts." This is a six-course interdis- 
ciplinary minor offered by the English Department, 
designed to enhance traditional undergraduate liberal 
arts study as well as to servk students hoping to 
enter book- and publishing-related professions. His- 
torical perspectives play an important role in two of 
the program's three required courses: "The Book in 
Society" and "The Art of the Book." The third 
required course, "Publishing Procedures," retains a 
primary emphasis on preprofessiorial skills and 
decision-making. Each is an upper-division fifteen- 
week semester course. 
"The Art of the Book" is a studio course in typogra- 
phy and the visual and physical nature of text. Using 
the university's Elliott Press, a letterpress printing 
lab, students create facsimiles of significant mile- 
stones in printing history, usually title pages. They 
move on to design projects of their own, incorpor- 
ating imagery and using computers and/or handset 
type. The course combines study of typographic prin- 
ciples and book design with a taste of fine printing 
and the "book arts," both traditional and innovative. 
Of most interest to SHARP members, I suspect, is 
"The Book in Society." This course offers students a 
broad view of contemporary book culture, with 
constant reference to historical antecedents. As with 
the other courses in the program, most of the stud- 
ents are junior or senior liberal arts majors, although 
a growing portion are earning professional degrees in 
business, communications, or graphic design. 
I try to supplement students' reading for this course 
with guest lectures by authors, booksellers, and 
librarians. I also rely on current news articles, par- 
ticularly in trade journals such as Publishers Weekly, 
which are not reflected in the syllabus. Nonetheless, 
what follows is my present starting point for course 
readings, although I never seem to finish tinkering 
with this list. I welcome suggestions! 
Reading List 
Throughout the course students read appropriate 
sections of Datus C. Smith, Jr., A Guide to Book 
Publishing, rev. ed. (Seattle: U ~ v .  of Washingtor! 
Press, 1989). 
1. THE DEMOCRATIZATIONOF BOOKS AND PRINTING. 
The printing revolution; popular literacy and reading; 
changing roles of libraries; mass market books. 
Bernard Berelson, "Who Reads What Books and 
Why?" Saturday Review of Literature, 12 May 1951, 
pp. 7-8, 30-31. 
Robert A. Carter, "How It All Began: A Swift 
History of American Mass Market Paperbacks," 
Publishers Weekly, 26 May 1989, pp. S4+. 
Lynn Stevens Heininger, At Home with a Book: 
Reading in America, 1840-194.0 (Rochester, NY: 
Strong Museum, 1986). 
Victor Nell, "Mass Reading: From Penny Papers to 
The Mammoth Hunters," in Lost in a Book: The 
Psychology of Reading for Pleasure (New Haven: 
Yale Univ. Press, 1988), 15-25. 
Printing Transforms Knowledge [video] (Los Angeles: 
Churchill Films, 1986). 
2. MODERN PUBLISHING PRACTICES. An overview of 
editorial, marketing, and management roles in trade 
publishing. 
Ernest Callenbach, Publisher's Lunch (Berkeley, CA: 
Ten Speed Press, 1989). 
Alan Dutscher, "The Book Business in America," 
Contemporary Issues 5 (April-May 1954): 38-58. 
S M R P  News is the quarterly newsletter of the Society for the 
History of Authorship, Readin and Publishing, Inc. Annual mem- 
bership in SHARP, which inclufes a subscription to SHARPNews, 
is $15 in the United States, f 10 inBritah, $20 elsewhere.Address all 
correspondence to the Editor, Jonathan Rose, History Dept., Drew 
University, Madison, NJ 07940, USA. 
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3. BOOKS IN THE MARKETPLACE. Costs and prices; 
reviews; bookselling; bestsellers. 
Howard Eisenberg, "So Many Books, So Little 
Space," Publishers Weekly, 10 April 1989, pp. 25- 
30. 
Frank Luther Mott, "Is There a Best Seller For 
mula?" in Golden Multitudes (New York: Mac- 
millan, 1947), 285-92. 
Ted Solotaroff, "The Paperbac king of Publishing," 
Nation, 7 October 1991, pp. 399-404. 
4. SMALL PRESSES, BIG NICHES. Literary, scholarly, 
feminist, gay/lesbian, multicultural, religious, "alter- 
native" publishing. 
Joseph Barbado, "Latino Writers in the American 
Marketplace," Publishers Weekly, 1 February 1991, 
pp. 17-21. 
"Blacks and the Book World," Publishers Weekly, 20 
January 1992, pp. 27-40. 
John P. Dessauer, "Cultural Pluralism and the Book 
World," Book Research Quarterly (Fall 1986): 3-6. 
Ellen Herman, "Gay and Lesbian Books in the 
1990s," American Bookseller, November 1991, pp. 
55-58. 
5. BOOKS AND CHILDREN. Trade children's and 
young adult books; the politics of textbooks; canon 
controversies. 
Joan Delfattore, "The Customer is Always Right," 
in What Johnny Shouldn't Read: Textbook Censor- 
ship in America (New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 
1992), pp. 120-37. 
John Donovan, "Children's Book Publishing on the 
Ascent," Publishing Research Quarterly 7 (Fall 
1991): 7-14. 
Ann Durell, "If There Is No Happy Ending: Child 
ren's Book Publishing-Past, Present, and Fu- 
ture," Hont Book, February 1982, pp. 23-40; April 
i982, pp. 145-50. 
Tom Engelhardt, "Reading May Be Harmful 
to Your Kids," Harper's, June 1991, pp. 55-62. 
6. GENRE AND GENDER. Romance fiction; action/ 
adventure novels; westerns; self-help books. 
Richard Lingeman, "How-to: A Love Story," Nat- 
ion, 7 October 1991, pp. 418-20. 
Janice Radway, Reading the Romance: Women, 
Patriarchy, and Popular Literature, 2nd ed. (Chapel 
Hill: Univ. of North Carolina Press, 1991), ch. 1. 
Dennis E. Showalter, "Action! Adventure! Sales!" 
Publishers Weekly, 5 May 1989, pp. 20-24. 
Steven Starker, "The New Oracle: Self- 
Help Books in American Culture," Book 
Research Quarterly (Summer 1988): 26-32. 3 
7. CONFLICT AND CENSORSHIP. Issues in censorship 
and free speech; school libraries; two case studies: 
The Satanic Verses and American Psycho. 
Lisa Appiganesi and Sara Maitland, eds., The Rush 
die File (Ithaca, NY: Syracuse Univ. Press, 1990). 
Ken Donelson, "Six Statements/~uestions from the 
Censors," Phi Delta Kappan (November 1987): 
208-14. 
Newsclippings re: Bret Easton Ellis's American 
Psycho, 1990-91. 
8. IMMINENT HORIZONS. Electronic books; global 
publishing; literacy trends; ownership of and access 
to information and intellectual property. 
"The Future of Reading," Utne Reader, J u l y / ~ u ~ u s t  
1993, pp. 105-12. 
Jonathan Kozol, Illiterate America (Garden City, 
NY: Doubleday, 1985), chaps. 1,4. 
Paul Saffo, "Quality in an Age of Electronic In 
cunabula," Liberal Education 79 (Winter 1993): 18- 
23. 
Slow Fires: On the ~;eservation of the Human Record 
[video] (Santa Monica, CA: American Film Foun- 
dation, 1987). 
-Megan Benton 
* How Well Does Book History Sell? 
Both the SHARP conference and last April's meeting 
of the Book Trade History Group in London featured 
sessions on publishing in the book history field. 
Kevin Taylor, representing Cambridge University 
Press at  the BTHG meeting, pointed out some of the 
rough economic limits on producing monographs in 
this area. A book priced at £35.00 retail, must sell 
570 copies to recover production costs and overheads. 
Titles in the "Cambridge Studies in Publishing and 
Printing History" series have sold an average of 
around 700 copies, compared with 800 for a typical 
English literature monograph. 
Sales of individual titles, however, can vary. John 
Feather, The Provincial Book Trade in Eighteenth 
Century England (1985) has sold 806 copies over 
seven years; Morton N. Cohen and Anita Gandolfo, 
eds., Lewis Carroll and the House of Macmillan (1987) 
has sold 579 copies; James E. Tierney, ed., The Cor- 
respondence of Robert Dodsley, 1733-1 764 (1989) has 
sold 354 copies; Jeremy Griffiths and Derek Pearsall, 
eds., Book Production and Publishing in Britain 1375- 
1475 (1989) has sold 803 copies; Elizabeth Arm- 
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strong, Before Copyright: The French Book- 4 Privilege System 1498-1526 (1990) has sold 506 copies; Allen Reddick, The Making of 
Johnson's Dictionary, 1746-1 773 (1990) has 
sold 1115 copies; Leslie Howsam, Cheap Bibles: 
Nineteenth-Century Publishing and the British and 
Foreign Bible Society was published fairly recently 
(1991) and has so far sold 350 copies. 
I t  was pointed out a t  the SHARP conference that 
the development of courses in book history has been 
held back by the lack of paperback texts, but the 
economic constraints on paperback publishing are 
even tighter. Nigel Cross, The Common Writer: Life in 
Nineteenth-Century Grub Street (1988) sold 935 copies 
in hardcover, but paperback sales were only 413, and 
this kind of paperback must sell 2000 copies to break 
even. Given those hard realities, we applaud Cam- 
bridge University Press for recently bringing out in 
paperback David Vincent's Literacy and Popular 
Culture: England 1 750-1 91 4. 
Research Fellowships in Book History 
To encourage research in its unparalleled library of 
American history and culture through 1876, the 
American Antiquarian Society will award a number 
of short- and long-term Visiting Research Fellowships 
for the year 1 June 1994 to 31 May 1995. AAS fel- 
lows may rent rooms in the Society's Goddard- 
Daniels House, near the AAS library in Worcester, 
MA. Several categories of awards will be offered: 
I 
AAS-NATIONAL ENDOWMENTFOR THE HUMANITIES 
FELLOWSHIPS (maximum $30,000) will support six to 
twelve months of research on any subject in which 
the Society has strong holdings. They are not open to 
foreign nationals (except those who have been resi- 
dent in the United States for at  least three years) or 
to degree candidates. 
KATE B. AND HALL J. PETERSON FELLOWSHIPS 
(maximum $2550) will support one to three 
months of research on any subject for which the 
Society has strong holdings. Dissertation writers and 
foreign nationals are eligible. 
AAS-AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR EIGHTEENTH-CEN- 
TURY STUDIES FELLOWSHIPS (maximum $1700) will 
support one to two months' residence by persons 
working in any area of American eighteenth-century 
studies. Degree candidates are not eligible. 
STEPHEN BOTEIN FELLOWSHIPS (maximum $1700) 
will support up to two months' residence by persons 
working in the history of the book in American cul- 
ture. 
Research Associate status (without stipend) will also 
be available to qualified applicants. Through an 
arrangement with the Newberry Library, the AAS 
encourages applications for joint short-term fellow- 
ship tenure in both Chicago and Worcester. 
For all AAS felllowships, the deadline for receipt of 
completed applications, including letters of recom- 
mendation, is 15 January 1994. Awards will be 
announced on or around 15 March 1994. At least two 
AAS-NEH fellowships will be awarded, together with 
thirteen to sixteen short-term awards. For a descrip- 
tive brochure and application forms, contact John B. 
Hench, Director of Research and Publication, Room 
A, American Antiquarian Society, 185 Salisbury 
Street, Worcester, MA 01609, telephone 508-752- 
58 13/755-5221. 
Meanwhile, across :he Atlantic, the Bibliographical 
Society has established fellowships to support biblio- 
graphical research. The awards can be used to under- 
write microfilming, travel expenses, and visits to 
libraries and archives. Application forms are available 
from Dr. E. S. Leedham-Green, Cambridge Univer- 
sity Library, West Road, Cambridge CB3 9DR, 
England, el l7@uk .ac.cam.phoenix. The deadline for 
receipt of all application materials, including two 
letters of reference, is 30 November 1993. 
The History of Reading Special Interest Group 
encourages historical research on reading, reading 
instruction, and literacy. I t  was founded in 1975 as 
a constituent of the International Reading As- 
sociation, and it meets a t  the annual convention of 
the IRA in late April. The group publishes a twice- 
yearly newsletter, History of Reading News, which 
features book reviews, conference announcements, 
and an ongoing list of textbook collections (readers, 
spellers, speakers, composition books, and grammars). 
Recent articles include a report by Luther B. Clegg 
on oral histories he collected from teachers who 
worked in one- and two-room schools in West Texas 
between 1900 and 1940. For a free copy of the 
newsletter, write to  E. Jennifer Monaghan, 534 Third 
Street, Brooklyn, NY 11215. To subscribe, send a 
check for $7.50 made out to History of Reading SIG 
and mail it to Dr. A. Garr Cranney, Department of 
Secondary Education, Box 42, McKay Building, 
Brigham Young University, Provo, UT 84602. 
The Bibliographical Society of ~anada /La  Soci6t6 
Bibliographique du Canada announces a new elect- 
ronic discussion group, BIBSOCAN, devoted to 
international as well as Canadian bibliography. To 
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subscribe, send a message to the listserv at utoronto- 
.bitnet saying "sub bibsocan [your name]". For 
further information contact the listserv moderator, 
Sandra Alston, a t  the University of Toronto: alstons- 
@vm.utcc.itoronto.ca or alstons@utorvm.bitnet . 
Conferences 
The annual conference of the Bibliographical Society 
of Australia and New Zealand will be held 30 Sept- 
ember to 1 October 1993 at the Barr Smith Library 
at the University of Adelaide. In conjunction with 
that meeting, the ALIA Rare Books and Special 
Collections Special Interest Group will also meet at 
the Barr Smith Library on 29 September. For infor- 
mation contact Liz Lee or Ray Choate, Barr Smith 
Library, University of Adelaide, Adelaide, SA 5005, 
Australia, telephone 08-303-5345/5370, fax 08-303- 
4369, rchoate@library .adelaide.edu .au. 
The University of Minnesota will host a conference 
on "The Greek and Roman Book" at the Minneapolis 
campus 1-2 October 1993. Five sessions are planned: 
the format of the ancient book; the image of the 
book in art, literature, and religion; libraries and the 
book trade; orality, literacy, and the book; and a 
general discussion. For registration information, 
contact Professional Development and Conference 
Services, 214 Nolte Center, 315 Pillsbury Drive SE, 
University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN 55455- 
0 139, telephone 612-624-6053. For other information, 
contact Prof. Nita Krevans, Classical and Near 
Eastern Studies, 331 Folwell, 9 Pleasant Street SE, 
Minneapolis, MN 55455, telephone 612-625-3422, 
nkrevans@staff.tc.umn.edu. 
"The Humanist Printer: A Conference Honoring 
Daniel Berkeley Updike" will be the theme of the 
next annual conference of the American Printing 
History Association. I t  will meet 1-3 October 1993 in 
Providence, RI, with side trips to Wickford and 
Newport. For information contact Jennifer B. Lee, 
John Hay Library, Brown University, Providence, 
RI 02912. Telephone (40 1) 863-151 1. 
Robin Alston, director of the School of Library and 
Archive Studies at University College London, is 
planning to launch Britain's first MA program in the 
History of the Book at  the University of London. A 
workshop, tentatively scheduled for November, will 
meet to discuss core subjects of study and to define 
a curriculum. Anyone interested in participating 
should contact Dr. Warren Cherniak, Director of the 
Centre for English Studies, telephone 071-636-8000 
ext. 3213. 
"The End of Fleet Street?: The National 
Newspaper Industry in Historical Perspec- 
tive" will be the topic of a one-day confer- 
ence at London's City University in Feb- 
5 
ruary 1994. The conference will be open to jour- 
nalists and lay people and well as academics. I t  will 
address such issues as the transformation of indus- 
trial relations, regional newspapers, and press free- 
dom. For information contact Michael Bromley, 
Department of Journalism, The City University, 
Northampton Square, London EClV OHB, England. 
Psbl ic: I.c!c:l:r~~~c!s 
The New York Public Library continues to sponsor 
lectures that will interest SHARP members. On 16 
November, Moms Dickstein will moderate "Who 
Cares Who Killed Edmund Wilson?: A Discussion on 
Criticism Today," with David Denby, Mary Gordon, 
and Edward Rothstein contributing to the panel. 
Two other lectures will complement the exhibition 
"The Dead Sea Scrolls: Ancient civilization/ ~ o d e r n  
Scholarship," on view at the library from 7 October 
1993 through 8 January 1994: Magen Broshi on 
"The Dead Sea Scrolls: What Have We Learnt?" (6 
October), and Lawrence H. Schiffman on "Scholars, 
Scrolls, and Scandals: The Dead Sea Scrolls in the 
History of Judaism and Christianity" (7 December). 
All lectures begin at 6 p.m. in the Celeste Bartos 
Forum. Tickets are $6.00 and can be purchased by 
writing to The Public Education Forum, Room M-6, 
New York Public Library, Fifth Avenue and 42nd 
Street, New York, NY 10018-2788. 
Recent pub [ications 
General 
Carol Armbruster, ed., Publishing and Readership in 
RevolutionaryFrance and America (Westport, CT: Green- 
wood Press, 1993). 
Richard W. Bailey, Images of English: A Cultural History 
of the Language (London: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1992). 
Celia M. Chazelle, ed., Literacy, Politics and Artistic 
Innovation in the Early Medieval West (Lanham, MD: 
Univ. Press of America, 1992). 
Jeffrey N. Cox and Larry J. Reynolds, eds., New His- 
torical Literary Study: Essays on Reproducing Texts, 
Representing History (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 
1993). 
Margaret J . M . Ezell, Writing Women's Literary History 
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press, 1992). 
Stephen Fender, Sea Changes: British Emigration and 
American Literature (London: Cambridge Univ. Press, 
1992). ' 
Julia Haig Gaisser, Catullw and His Renaissance Readers 
(Oxford: Oxford Univ. Press, 1993). 
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6 Ross Harvey, Wallace Kirsop, and B. J. McMul- lin, eds.,An Index of Civilisation: Studies of Printing and Publishing History in Honour of 
Keith Maslen (Clayton, Australia: Centre for 
Bibliographical and Textual Studies, Monash 
Univ., 1993). , 
Lynn Hunt, ed., The Invention of Pornography, 1500-1800 
(Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1993). 
Christine L. Krueger, The Reader's Repentance: Women 
Preachers, Women Writers, and Nineteenth-Century Social 
Discourse (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago Press, 1993). 
Andre Lefevre, Translation, Rewriting, and the Manipu- 
lation of Literary Fame (New York: Routledge, 1993). 
Jerome McGann, Black Riders: The Visible Language of 
Modernism (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1993). 
Rayburn S. Moore, ed., The Correspondence of Henry 
James and the House of Macmillan, 1877-1 914: "All the 
Links in the Chain" (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State 
Univ. Press, 1993). 
Robin Myers and Michael Harris, eds., Censorship and the 
Control of Print in England and France 1600-1910 
(Winchester: St. Paul's Bibliographies, 1992). 
Don L. F. Nilsen, Humor Scholarship: A Research Biblio- 
graphy (Westport, CT: Greenwood Publishing, 1993). 
Roger Sheppard, International Directory of Book Collectors 
1993-1 995 (Beckenham: Trigon Press, 1993). 
George A. Stevenson, draphic Arts Encyclopedia, 3rd ed. 
(New York: Design Press, 1992). 
Lawrence W. Towner, Past Imperfect: Essays on History, 
Libraries, and the Humanities (Chicago: Univ. of Chicago 
Press, 1993). 
Jane Tylus, Writing and Vulnerability in the Lde  Renais- 
sance (Stanford: Stanford Univ. Press, 1993). 
K. P. Van Anglen, The New England Milton: Literary 
Reception and Cultural Authority in the Early Republic 
(University Park: Penn State Univ. Press, 1993). 
Gay Wilentz, Binding Cultures: Black Women Writers in 
&rica and the Diaipora (Bloomington: Indiana Univ. 
Press, 1992). 
Austria 
Peter R. Frank, "Der deutsche Buchhandel im ~s te r re ich  
des 18. Jahrhunderts," Das achtzehnte Jahrhundert und 
Osterreich, Jahrbuch 7/8,1993. 
Britain 
Keith Aldritt, Churchill the Writer: His Life as a Man of 
Letters (London: Hutchinson, 1992). 
Douglas Bruster, Drama and the Market in the ~ g e  of 
Shakespeare (Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1993). 
Linda David, Children's Books Published by William 
Darton and His Sons (Bloomington, IN: Lilly Library, 
1992). 
N. N. Feltes, Literary Capital and the Late Victorian Novel 
(Madison: Univ. of Wisconsin Press, 1993). 
James H.  Forse, Art Imitates Business: Commercial and 
Political Influences in the Elizabethan Theatre (Bowling 
Green, OH: Popular Press, 1993). 
Barbara A. Johnson, Reading Piers Plowman and The 
Pilgrim's Progress: Reception and the Protestant Reader 
(Edwardsville: Southern Illinois Univ. Press, 1992). 
Dorothy Richardson Jones, "King of Critics": George 
Saintsbury 1845-1933 (Ann Arbor: Univ. of Michigan 
Press, 1993). 
Barbara Kiefer Lewalski, Writing Women in Jacobean 
England (Cambridge, MA: Harvard Univ. Press, 1993). 
Dorothy Mermin, Godiva's Ride: Women of Letters in 
England, 1830-1880 (Bloomington: Indiana Univ. Press, 
1993). 
Marion S. Pottlq, Claude Colleer Abbott, and Frederick A. 
Pottle, eds., Otrtalogue of the Papers of James Boswell at 
Yale University, 3 vols. (New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 
1993). 
Hilary M . Schor, Scheherezade in the Marketplace: Elizabeth 
Gaskell and the Victorian Novel (Oxford: Oxford Univ. 
Press, 1992). 
Laura Seddon, A Gallery of Greetings: A Guide to the 
Seddon Collection of Greeting Cards in the Manchester 
PolfiechnicLibrary(Manchester: Manchester Polytechnic 
Library, 1992). 
Peter Shillingsburg, Pegasus in Harness: Victorian Pub- 
lishing and W. M. Thackeray (Charlottesville: Univ. 
Press of Virginia, 1992). 
Richard C. Taylor, Goldsmith as Journalist (Cranbury, N J: 
Fairleigh Dickinson Univ. Press, 1993). 
W. J. West, The Strange Rise of Semi-Literate England: 
The Dissolution of the Libraries (London: Duckworth, 
1992). 
Canada 
Mark C. Bartlet,t,.liijona Black, and Bertavm N. Mac 
Donald, comps., The History of the Book in Canada: A 
Bibliography (Halifax, Nova Scotia: Dalhousie Univ., 
1993). 
Henry A. Hubert, Harmonious Perfection: The Develop 
ment of English Studies in Nineteenth- Century Anglo- 
Canadian Colleges (East Lansing: Michigan State Univ. 
Press, 1993). 
France 
Henri- Jean Martin, Print, Power and People in Seven 
teenth-Century France, trans. David Gerard (Metuchen, 
NJ: Scarecrow Press, 1993). 
Greece 
Rosalind Thomas, Literacy and Orality in Ancient Greece 
(Cambridge: Cambridge Univ. Press, 1992). 
Ireland 
Dermot McGuinne, 'Irish T p e  Design: A History of 
Printing Types in the Irish Character (Dublin: Irish 
Academic Press, 1992). 
Italy 
Anthony Grafton, ed., Rome Reborn: The Vatican Library 
and Renaissance Culture (New Haven: Yale Univ. Press, 
1993). 
Russia 
Susan Compton, Russian Avant-Garde Books 1 91 7-34 
(Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1993). 
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United States 
Deborah Carlin, Cather, Canon, and the Politics of Reading 
(Amherst: Univ. of Massachusetts Press, 1993). 
Fred and Pat Cody, Cody's Books: The Life and Times of 
a Berkeley Bookstore, 1956-1977(San Francisco: Chronicle 
Books, 1992). 
John Y. Cole, Jefferson's Legacy: A Brief History of the 
Library of Congress (Washington: Library of Congress, 
1993). 
Peter Coveney, "Fifty Years of Portables: The Viking 
Portable Library," Firsts, September 1992, pp. 14-19. 
Frederick Crews, The Critics Bear It Away: American 
Fiction and the Academy (New York: Random House, 
1992). 
Joseph J. Felcone, New Jersey Books 1698-1800(Princeton: 
Joseph J. Felcone, 1992). 
Frances Smith Foster, Written by Hersew Literary Pro- 
duction by African American Women, 1 746-1 892 (Bloom- 
ington: Indiana Univ. Press, 1993). 
James L. Machor, ed., Readers in History: Nineteenth- 
Century American Literature and the Contexts of Response 
(Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Univ. Press, 1992). 
Jack Mooney, Printers in  Appalachia (Bowling Green, 
OH: Popular Press, 1993). 
Vilma Raskin Potter, A Reference Guide to Afro-American 
Publications and Editors, 1827-1946 (Ames: Iowa State 
Univ. Press, 1993). 
Charles Scribner, Jr., In the Web of Ideas: The Education 
of a Publisher (New York: Scribners, 1993). 
Lee Server, Danger Is M y  Business: A n  Illustrated History 
of the Fabulous Pulp Magazines (San Francisco: Chron- 
icle Books, 1993). 
William S. Solomon and Robert W. McChesney, eds., 
Ruthless Criticism: New Perspectives in U.S. Communica- 
tion History (Minneapolis: Univ. of Minnesota Press, 
1993). 
William R. Taylor, In Pursuit of Gotham: Culture and 
Commerce in New York (New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 
1992). 
Julius E. Thompson, The Black Press in Mississippi, 
1865-1985 (Gainesville: Univ. Press of Florida, 1993). 
Jean-Francois Villain and Philip R. Bishop, ' "  
Thomas R. Mosher and the Art of the Book 
(Philadelphia: F. A. Davis, 1992). 
Ernest J. Wessen, Rare Book Lore: Selections from 
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the Letters of Ernest J .  Wessen, ed. Jack Matthews 
(Athens: Ohio Univ. Press, 1992). 
How We Are Doing 
The SHARP New York conference concluded on 11 
June with our annual business meeting. The four 
officers on the Executive Board who had until now 
been serving provisionally-Jonathan Rose (presi- 
dent), Simon Eliot (vice president), Mickie Grover 
(treasurer), and Patrick Leary (secretary)-were each 
elected to  a two-year term. A Board of Directors was 
also elected: Martin Antonetti (The Grolier Club), 
Bill Bell (University of Edinburgh), John Y. Cole 
(Center for the Book, Library of Congress), Ann 
Cowan (Simon Fraser University), Robert Darnton 
(Princeton University), Stephen Green (British 
Library), Ezra Greenspan (University of South 
Carolina), David D. Hall (Harvard Divinity School), 
John Hench (American Antiquarian Society), Jerem- 
iah Kaplan (Scholastic, Inc.), Wallace Kirsop (Mon- 
ash University), Elisabeth Leedham-Green (Cambri- 
dge University Library), Mark Lehmstedt (Leipziger 
Arbeits kreis zur Geschichte des Buchwesens), Deanna 
B. Marcum (Library of Congress), David M cKitterick 
(Trinity College Cambridge Library), Philip Metzger 
(Lehigh University Library), E. Jennifer Monaghan 
(Brooklyn College, CUNY), Donald Oresman (Para- 
mount Communications, Inc.), Robert Patten (Rice 
University), James Raven (Magdalene College Cam- 
bridge), Tim Rix (Centre for the Book, British 
Library), John Su therland (University College Lon- 
don), G. Thomas Tanselle (Guggenheim Foundation), 
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James L. W. West I11 (Pennsylvania State 
University), and Ian Willison (British Lib- 
The meeting approved a proposal to make the 
SHARP mailing list available for sale to publishers 
and organizations with an interest in book history. 
(SHARP members who have asked not to be included 
in the Membership Directory will also be omitted 
from the mailing list .) A motion to increase member- 
ship dues was passed: see the membership renewal 
form for the new rates. (In response to a question 
some of you have asked, your membership year 
begins whenever you join SHARP, and you are 
credited with another full year whenever you renew.) 
The treasurer's report, presented by Mickie Grover, 
was approved: 
Income: Membership dues 3Z930.33 
Contributions 725.00 
Total $3655.00 
Expenses: ~ublications/~ostage $1444.00 
Legal expenses 378.00 
Total $1822.00 
Cash on hand: $1833.00 
The SHARP constitution was also discussed at the 
business meeting, and ultimately it was sent back to 
the Executive Board for revision. Some of the sug- 
gested changes simply involved clarification of 
language, but more substafitial amendments were 
proposed as well. The sense of the meeting was that 
the Executive Board should be expanded from four 
to seven or eight members, and that the directors 
should be subject to term limits. We are specifically 
considering the addition of a membership secretary, 
a publicity director, and a publications coordinator to 
Executive Board. Given the growth of SHARP (we 
now have more than 400 members) it makes sense to 
divide the administrative labors among a larger body 
of officers. Later this year copies of the revised 
constitution will be mailed to all SHARP members 
for ratification by postal ballot. 
So far, a guerrilla style of management has worked 
quite well for SHARP. Though the new constitution 
will inevitably formalize our governing structure, it 
remains open and flexible for anyone who has ideas 
and energy. For example, in our last newsletter we 
suggested that enterprising members might want to 
organize regional subgroups within SHARP, and two 
of our newly-elected directors have responded. 
First, E. Jennifer Monaghan has offered to set up a 
chapter for the New York metropolitan area. We 
might 'start t y  meefifir; zit intcrvais to read arLd 
discuss papers, and the take it from there. Inter- 
ested people should contact Prof. Monaghan at 534 
Third Street, Brooklyn, NY 11215, telephone 7 18- 
951-5994/499-0409~1~0, Wallace Kirsop reports that 
some Australian members would like to set up a 
focus group. Prof. Kirsop can be reached at the 
Department of Romant e Languages, Monash Uni- 
versity, Clayton, Vic. 3168, telephone 541-081 1. 
Prof. Jonathan Rose 
Department of History 
Drew University 
Madison, N J 07940, USA 
James R. Kelly 
Gelman Library 
George Washington University 
2130 H St, NW 
Washington, DC 20052 
FIRST CLASS Mi 
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